BULLETIN FOR FEBRUARY 19, 2017
CHURCH VIGIL LAMP BURNS IN MEMORY OF CINDY MCGUIRE
CENTER VIGIL LAMP BURNS FOR ALBERT COUTO
ST. DOMINIC CANDLE BURNS FOR JEAN BERARD AND DENNIS MARUM

Saturday
Sunday

Feb. 18 4PM Edmund Silva, Andre Corbin (Birth.) and James Manton,
Pauline Littlefield
Feb. 19 7AM Fr. Roger McMullen and All Parishioners and Benefactors
9AM Delores and Ben Barandes, the Miranda, Oliveira and
Castelo Branco Families
11AM Alzira de Mattos, Lillian Carpenter, Jose Medeiros and
Angelina Medeiros, Frances Pavao (6th Anniv.)

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday

Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.

Saturday

Feb. 25 4PM Memorial Mass: Edward Devlin (1st Anniv.), Albert Couto,
Manuel A. Correia, Sylvia Travers, John Oliveira

Sunday

Feb. 26 7AM Richard J. Raposa, Francis Cabral
9AM All Parishioners and Benefactors
11AM FAMILY LITURGY MASS: James Manton,
Louis, Gilda and Susan Travers

Budget Report for February 12
Budget
$2,918.00
Candles
101.00
Bldg. & Main.
$1,647.00

20
21
22
23
24

8AM
8AM
8AM
8AM
8AM

Cindy McGuire
Fr. Ralph Tetrault & Fr. George Almeida
Mariah Cash
Fr. Raul Lagoa
Rene Bernard

Budget Breakdown
176 Envelopes
$2,288.00
Loose Cash
630.00
Total
$2,918.00

TAX RECORDS: anyone using their Budget Envelopes who wish a tax record to be
prepared for them, please call the Rectory.
WE ARE SCHEDULING MASSES FOR APRIL, MAY, JUNE. Masses are still available for
FEBRUARY - MARCH AS WELL. Vigil Candles are also a good way to remember your loved
ones. Donations for weekday Masses are $5 and there is no offering for Weekend Masses.
Keep in mind there are more than one intention at weekend Masses.
WOMEN’S GUILD MEAT PIE SUPPER AND RAFFLE will be held
on Saturday, March 4th after the 4:00PM Mass. Dinner includes meat pie,
potatoes and gravy, vegetables, rolls and butter, dessert and coffee.
Tickets are $10. Please flyer in back of the church.
HOLY SPIRIT SOCIETY will hold their meeting on Monday, February 20th at 6:30 PM.

FAMILY LITURGY MASS will be held on Sunday, February 26th at 11am Mass.
All CCD students must attend. This is considered part of your CCD educational program.
WE ARE ON WINTER BREAK. THERE ARE NO CCD CLASSES UNTIL MARCH 2nd.
Parents please refer to our class schedules. Thank You
FAITH FORMATION CLASSES:
SUNDAY
MARCH 5
GRADES 1&2

9:30 – 11AM

FAITHWAYS CLASSES resume SATURDAY, March 11th FROM 9-NOON.
CONFIRMATION CLASS will be held on Monday, February 27th from 6 – 7:30PM.
SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT: Our Bishop Edgar M. DaCunha has appointed
our Pastor, Father Joseph Viveiros as extraordinary minister of Confirmation in
our Parish this year. This year, our Confirmation will be held on April 2 at 7PM.
Schedules and dates for practice were sent home with all students. Parents,
please refer to that schedule for upcoming classes and practice dates.
REMINDER: LENT BEGINS ON ASH WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1ST. Ashes will be distributed
At the 8AM and 7PM Masses. Ashes will be available for the homebound. The Ash Wednesday
collection is the Annual Collection for Evangelization.
LENTEN SERVICES: There will be a 6:30 Mass every Friday evening during Lent, followed by
The Stations of the Cross.
WITH WINTER CONDITIONS BEING UNPREDICTABLE and taking safety issues into
considerations, we would like to inform you as to when TV Masses are available on Sundays.
Of course, you should check with your local TV stations for any changes and updates.
DIOCESE OF FALL RIVER CATHOLIC TV MASSES
The Fall River Diocese sponsors a televised Mass each Sunday at 11 a.m. on WLNE-TV, ABC
Channel 6, New Bedford-Providence. The Mass is re-aired at 12:30 p.m. on Comcast cable
channel 95 in Fall River. On the air since September 1963, the Television Mass serves members
of the faithful who are unable to attend Mass at a parish church because of illness or infirmity.
A local Mass airs each Sunday at 7 p.m. on the Portuguese Channel, which is widely carried by
cable television providers throughout the Fall River Diocese. The Mass is recorded on a
rotating basis from one of five parishes offering Masses in Portuguese in the Diocese as well as
two from the neighboring Diocese of Providence. The weekly Mass in Portuguese is sponsored
by the participating parishes in conjunction with the Fall River Diocese.
EWTN broadcast SUNDAY MASS AT 8AM and NOON.
CATHOLIC TV(Channel 268 on Comcast) broadcast SUNDAY MASS at 10AM.

FALL RIVER, Mass. — Back in 2014, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development offered a
vision to end homelessness as outlined in, “Opening Doors: Federal Strategic Plan to Prevent and End
Homelessness,” which states, in part, “No one should experience homelessness. No one should be without a
safe, stable place to call home.”
“There was a federal strategic plan to prevent homelessness and with regards to this federal strategic plan,
HUD felt that a coordinated entry process was a crucial component to any community’s effort to meet the goals
to the strategic plan,” said Nancy Lawson, coordinator for Emergency Solutions for Catholic Social Services in
Fall River.
The original way — which many communities still use today — offered up resources, but a person had to make
multiple calls to find help.
“If someone needed assistance and was homeless, they would call one number [and ask], ‘Do you have any help
for me?’ Then they’d call another program [and ask], ‘Do you have any help for me?’ Everything was very
siloed,” said Lawson of how programs worked independently of one another.
The goal of this new process was to make a systematic change so that people could take advantage of programs
as a whole instead of calling and asking for help one phone call at a time. The new design was “to create an
access point so that people in crisis could come into, and the system wouldn’t be as chaotic as it was,” said
Lawson, and “The Call” was born.
“The Call” is 1-800-HOMELESS, a single access point for all emergency shelter services in Bristol County.
“The Call” is a program of Catholic Social Services based on federal standards and expectations for shelter
systems, and is operated on behalf of all shelter programs in New Bedford, Fall River and Greater AttleboroTaunton. An individual must call this number from a local area code; that means it will only work if one calls
from a phone with a 508 or 774 area code.
Bristol County is broken into different Continuum of Care areas. The Continuum of Care refers to the
organizing and delivery of housing and other things to meet the needs of people who are in the middle of a
housing crisis. The goal is stable housing and true self-sufficiency, and learning tools to prevent a relapse back
into homelessness.
“Because the COCs encompass most of our diocese, our executive director, Arlene McNamee, felt we [Catholic
Social Services] would be the perfect agency to lead this. With that, she had such great foresight that it really
met with our mission,” said Lawson.
CSS in Fall River is the first to lead something like this in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts “and because
we’re so unique, we’re the first to have all COCs involved in ‘The Call,’ a coordinated access to local links,”
said Lawson.
Lawson has been part of the process from the very beginning, learning as much as she could about coordinated
entry. The idea is to make resources inclusive throughout Bristol County.
Getting the program off the ground wasn’t easy, said Lawson. HUD gave the mandate and standardized all the
resources, but did not provide funding or guidance. HUD offered outlines with the anticipation of how effective
creating a coordinated entry process would be to the community.
“They wanted us to somehow have an entry process that ensured that people with the greatest need received
priority with any type of housing and homeless assistance in each COC,” said Lawson. “That had to include
permanent, supportive housing, rapid rehousing, and any other type of interventions that resources allowed in
each community. That was a really big task for us as an agency to work not only with city resources but it
meant we had to come to the table with all of the providers that had the federal dollars.”

In other words, the coordinated entry program would evolve into a group effort: “It was not going to be youme-them-or-us, the game has to change and now it’s going to be ‘we the community,’” said Lawson.
Every client using “The Call” would become everyone’s client. Having everyone come together was difficult,
said Lawson, because it meant each organization had to open up regarding its funding and “everyone becomes
leery” thinking they may lose funding.
Now each COC has to look at programs within their area as a whole. There has been a drastic shift on how
programs should work and is still a work in progress, said Lawson. Now programs within each COC are
evaluated and tiered, and then money is awarded to each COC, like the recent HUD grant awarded to New
Bedford.
New Bedford won a competitive HUD grant of $1.7 million dollars to be divided among a total of nine
programs and agencies, all of which have been playing a role in the Continuum of Care blueprint that is geared
towards establishing homeless individuals and families to become reestablished and independent.
“At first it was a struggle, but our partners are wonderful. We’ve definitely had bumps in the road,” said
Lawson.
Catholic Social Services acts as “a cog in the wheel” getting everyone to the right place, and CSS has also
partnered with the St. Vincent de Paul Society, local police departments and hospitals.
“A lot of people are working towards assisting any way they can,” said Lawson. “We try to collaborate in any
way we can. I have to say, that the St. Vincent de Paul working with us has been our number one asset. With
the bridging that we’ve done with St. Vincent de Paul, oftentimes if there’s someone in Seekonk who’s
homeless, and it’s a family, and we’re putting them up in a hotel, we can’t get to them because we don’t have
the manpower to get to them.”
If a family is in crisis, one call to St. Vincent de Paul is all it takes, and they will send somebody out.
“Our missions have become one,” said Lawson. “The Church has really worked with us. The immediate needs,
we feel, are being met in crisis situations. We’re very grateful for them for that.”
Shelter beds are very limited: New Bedford has a total of 36 beds; Fall River has a total of 20 beds; and
Taunton has a total of 15 beds.
When an individual calls, he or she will answer a set of questions that will help set the wheels in motion: “HUD
has a specific definition of homeless and we need to find out if you’re truly homeless or at risk of homelessness,
and that will give us an idea of what resources to start with, and help identify what needs the person will have,”
said Lawson.
Among those questions asked is family composition, the primary language spoken, and if someone has served
in the military. A case manager is also assigned, and the rehousing plan begins.
“For me, personally, in our area,” said Lawson, “seeing how we’ve been able to coordinate, work with three
COCs in all the cities and towns [in Bristol County], and we can now tell you every single day, a live bed count.
Using all the shelter beds available to us, I can tell you on a daily basis the beds that are available. Now if
someone calls me, I can say, ‘I have two beds here, one bed here, four beds here.’ I can tell you what overflow
shelters are open for bad weather. Before, we’d have to make five or six phone calls to find that out.
“You have to look as ‘The Call’ as access to local links. We are really just the hub and then we just spoke out
everyone to where they need to go as quickly and as effectively as they can.”

